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Team Number  
● 7267 (Canada) 

 
Candidate Information 

● Mrs. Lindsay D. Cullum 
● Address: 14 Kinnear St., Ottawa, ON, K1Y 3R4 
● Employer: Ottawa Carleton District School Board 
● Occupation: Teacher (at Lisgar Collegiate Institute) 
● Position on team: Lead Mentor 
● Email Address: lindsay.cullum@ocdsb.ca 

 
High School Student Nominator’s information 

● Jianzhou (Tony) Tu 
● Phone Number: 613-322-7938 
● High School: Lisgar Collegiate Institute (Canada) 
● Email Address: tonytulisgar@gmail.com 
● Position on Team:Captain / Hardware Leader 
● Year in School: 12th 

 
Adult Reference (on the same team) 

● Mr. Pedro Perez 
● Phone Number: 613-294-5438 
● Email Address: perezp@parl.gc.ca 
● Position on Team: Mentor 

 
Adult Reference (Any FIRST affiliation) 

● Mr. Alex Wilcox 
● Phone Number: 705-495-7404 
● Email Address: alexkwilcox@outlook.com 
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Nomination Essay 
 

Rookie FRC Team 7627, the Lisgar Robotics Club, is proud to nominate our             
mentor Mrs. Lindsay Cullum for the Woodie Flowers Finalist Award. As the computer             
science teacher at Lisgar Collegiate institute and our team’s founding mentor, Mrs.            
Cullum has demonstrated her desire to see her students and team members excel in              
STEM fields in school and extracurricular activities. 

Before helping start the Lisgar Robotics Club, Mrs. Cullum has been deeply            
involved in many extracurricular activities at Lisgar CI. These include the Lisgar IEEE             
Club, Technovation for promoting Girls in STEM, Lisgar’s annual Game Jam, the ECOO             
Programming Contest, Canadian Beaver Programming Competition, and the CCC.         
While mentoring our FIRST team, Mrs. Cullum continues to support many of these             
activities, demonstrating her commitment to promoting STEM education to all students           
at Lisgar. 

Though the Lisgar Robotics Club is new to FRC, we are not new to competition,               
participating in IEEE robotics competitions for the past two years. Mrs. Cullum has been              
involved from the beginning, mentoring the team to win the bronze award for the LRT               
Detour Challenge last year. Each day after school, Mrs. Cullum opens her classroom to              
students who wish to work on extracurricular activities, giving them flexibility to work on              
new projects in a welcoming environment. It was this open-minded attitude that enabled             
our team to register for the FIRST competition, knowing we would have a teacher to               
support the program. Grade nine team member Andy Meng says “Mrs. Cullum is always              
there to answer questions or help explain technical topics that aren’t covered in regular              
classes. When she doesn’t know the answer, she shows us skills to find it ourselves.”               
This encouragement has helped build our team’s problem-solving skills. 

Mrs. Cullum has a clear and demonstrated enthusiasm for science and           
engineering both in and out of the classroom. Team member Tony Tu says “Mrs Cullum               
has always been there to help explain how my code can be improved. Whether there’s               
a bug that I can’t find or something that needs to be cleaned up, Mrs. Cullum always                 
takes the time to help explain the issue clearly.” As we are a student lead team, Mrs.                 
Cullum has not been involved in our final design decisions, however she did help              
facilitate the process. In the early stages, she encouraged us to look for different              
solutions than the few we had come up with. As the design progressed, she helped us                
understand the complexities of the problems we were solving using real-world           
examples. Team member Andrew Yang says “Mrs. Cullum is always keeping up with             
current events in technology and has on numerous occasions helped me understand a             
problem better by relating it to real-life applications.” 

Though we are a new team, Mrs. Cullum’s promotion of STEM education through             
new opportunities for students and team members is ongoing. She is not afraid to let               
students learn at their own pace, even when the project may be out of her comfort zone. 
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